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el tance and formet 
Friendſhip: I venture to 


ee, trouble you with this Let- 
ter, which 1 deſite you to account 
and take as an Inſtance of a ſincere 
Love and Reſpect T bear to you, 
founded on an experimental Know- 
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that you had been treated * * a 
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To M. Wooltton. 3 


have kept erazetiy to the Golpel Role, 
to bur wih yen > Love, and endea- 
voured to ſhew the much greater Ab- 
furdity that muſt follow the Altlegotical 
Scheme; to which you'could ſet no 
Bounds, and in which you could go 
by no 'certain Rule. However, as I 
At not entering the Liſts with you, | 
ior intend here to examine the merits 
of the Cauſe; 1 have only two Re- 
4ueſts to make to yo, Which for the 
Oredit and Honour of the Chriſtian | 


Religion 1 " Hope Lind vill not A 
Mel! 
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u the firſt is is: That as you 
vie rightly enough hit upon and ex- 
poſed the Foible of ſome of your moſt 
conſiderable Adverſities, when they 
all out to che ntl Power for hap, 
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Weakneſs 3 5 but honourably paſs it by 2 
and forgive it, as a Perſon: of heroick 


Valour and Courage would, who 


hath his Enemy under his Feet and 
co ans 1 e my; xix. II. 


F '# 1 * next . is; 3 That a 


as many and great ſtumbling Blocks 
have been laid in the way of licen- 
_tious, wavering and ſceptical Perſons 
by this Controverſy, who (how un. 
daß ſoever) judge that you are no 


Friend, to the Chriſtian Religion, 


you would thereupon immediately re- 


ſolve to addreſs your ſelf to the Deiſts 


and Infidels of the Age in a ſerious 
and grave, Manner, exhorting, them 


155 to tale offence tho it may ſeem to 
be give. I am fully, ſatisfied in my 


own mind that you AR E, and in 
| carneſt when 5 ay you A R E, 10 
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To Mr. Woolſton. = 


Friend to Infuelity, bur a Believer of 
the : Religion of Cbriſt, though you have 
ſome different Conceptions. from other Men 
about it; that your deſign is to advance 
the. Glory of God, and the Truth of 


_ Obriftianity ; That / you abhor the 


Charge of labouring induſtriouſly-20 root 
out all ſenſe of Virtue and Religion among 


u: On the Contrary, that you ſhould 
be troubled to hear of any Gentleman, 
old or young, who has given a : 


looſe to his Lufts and. Paſſions, n 
* 400 Books, 


my Opinion that theſe Declarations 
are real and ſincere, not only as 
gathered from ſome excellent Writ- 


ings. of your own; but alſo be- 
cauſe your Character in the Univerſity 


Was Ann clear and pads where 
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whilſt:.at the lame time by your _ 
Life and Example, you ſhewed your | 


your own. Example and lafluence 
could go) anticipated that very Obje - 
ction, which you now ſo unkindly faſten 
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you have ſo frequently and with a ge- 


neal Applauſe prefſed and | enf6roed = 
Chrifizan Morals © from the Valpir 3 | 


ſelf a Friend to Virtue and Univerſal = 
Benevolence; and chereby (as far as - 


upon the whole Body of che Clergy 


without Exception, as if we were AVE 
ol us Male- bates in Cities and Families, the 


Trumpeters of Sedition and Rebellion, and 5 
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. theſe ſevere ON (how true ſo- 
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To Mr. Woolſton. 7 


| _ Limitations and Reſtrictions: J 


But be that as it will, and let the Ex- 
preſſions ſtand upon the Foot. of your 
own Meaning and Experience; this 
one thing I am amin of, that the 
ion never taught 


; ar NAP PAP vide Practiſes either 
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= bew (and I am ready to ptove it 


by an Induction of particular), that 
the Chriſtian Religion is not only the 
4 bel, but the bet | natured. Inſtication in 

the World; as it ſo admirably con- 


ales the Welfare and Happineſs of 


vould | but high ik ſit to practiſe and be 


ifick Principles of 
wat! Lore and Benevolenes. ' $618 
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L one” go! b far 
ther, dul, and Hy, that the Syſtem 
and Religion of Jeſus: Chriſt, is (ex- 
cluſive of the. Allegorical Scheme) a 
plain and intelligible Syſtem, caſy to be 
underſtood and learit, and perfectly 
agreeable to. the 101 Rauſen and 
the Common Senſe of Mankind ; 
' which: (whatever: ſome: may thinle) i is : 
the. 6 re and; the beſt-\Senſe: in 
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„em way What flall We, wa 
can we ſay to the corrupt | Paſſions 
and Humours of Mankind? What can 
be  faid or offered to ſuch: as will not 
hear Reaſon, whilſt; they are dea 
by the lamour and Inpottunity: of 
their Paſhons. But ſo it is; we live 
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in an Age of great an In- 
fidelity 


T Mr. Woollton. 9 


kat ald Prophaneneſs; countenan- 
&d too much by the Authority and 
Exim ples of ſuch, as abſurdly raiſe 


Gb againſt Chriſtianity, which 


5 apparently ariſe and proceed from the 
want of it. 


nM kt x now is to be fad to theſe 
f thitigs > Doth my Friend really think, , 
that Chriſtianity i is to be made to ap- 
1 peat lovely and amiable to Jews and 
Trfidels by introducing an Allegorical 
Scheme, which every one bath a right 
to form, as his Imagination leads him, 
and entirely dropping the Letter of a 
plain Hiſtory; only becauſe there are 
ſofne Difficulties owing to our Igno- 
tance of the Manners and Cuſtoms 


and dalect of a diſtant age? 2 
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Ox doth he think that wicked 
Men, who are apt to jaſtify r their Vices 


by their Infidelity, will leave. thoſe 


"% SS x * 


Voices and turn Believers upon a new, 
Scheme of Chriſtianity ſupported. by 
Allegorie and Fables 3 


r 


Or laſtly; ; Doth * think, that 


Deiſm and Infidelity will fly before 
him, in proportion to the unkind Re- 
; proaches | he beſtows upon what he j is 


pleaſed to call an bired mercenary  Prieft 
hood, kept in pay only to ſupport | the 


| Literal Scheme, rather by calling in the 
Aff, flance of the Gil Power, than by the 


Arguments of Reaſon + ? You may be- 
lieve and think all this if you pleaſe; '$ 
neither ſhall I be. angry, or (if 1 it were 
in my power) endeayour | to hurt you 


for really thinking lo. 
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To Mr. Woolſton. 1 5 
oY 80 (far Ki deſpiſing Yours or 


other Peoples Judgments) | am apt 
to think you will find few or none 


of ye your mind, that can connect or g 
reconcile ſuch ſeeming Contradictions; — 
neither can I hear of any . I 
you. have made (even amongſt te 


Lair) f to poor Allegorical Scheme, 


Tas RE are e Goubelels Many, who & 
2 admire” and applaud your Wit and 


2 1a 


Learning and that ludicrous Satyr 
| 82 


fo frequently interſperſed | in your Writ- 
ings, - is but too grateful to the cor- | 
rupt ballons and Humours of Man- I 
kind; eſpecially when the Butt at 
which the Arrows are darted is ſo eaſy 
| and' viſible a Mark for the Envy and 
| Hatred of thoſe, | who are no Friends : 
5 to Virtue, and Enemies t to the Clergy,: 
Bur then 1 ſhould - think, a Man of 


C | 


ſeparate the Scheme from the Sat 
becauſe by their Principles they fo: 


after eur beſt Enquiries and moſt. ley 
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your penetration ſhould eaſily do 
chat ſuch Perſons know very well 
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to chuſe and how to refuſe; 3 how ro 
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the « One and W the Other. 
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A N D are e you I indeed aware of 


what you are doing? ? and A you 
ſure that che ludicrous manner in 
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which you treat the Subject, and by 
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which you chiefly defend your Scheme, 5 


ri * 


will derive no real Scandal to the 
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Chriſtian Religion i in general, nor give 


any. real Offence to, nominal Profe 7 


ſors, who are ſo. apt to tale it? It 


were well: if ſuch perſwaſions were -rightly 
grounded, : and no wiſe man would be 


uncaſy or angry with you for endes. ö 
vouring | to aſſert and maintain, What, 
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rigys. Examination Ted wp a to 
be b. 


beollpbt 


n "a my good Friend, be 
. glaſed tp remember, chat you, mey be 
in an Error, you; may bei miſtaken, 
not quly in che Fumdattpn of your 
Argument, bit in the Mahod! of 
treating it; and then what, a. world e 


* Miſchief are you doing by allegorizing 


away the Letter of the Chriſtian Law, 


to the great Camfaxt. and. Supporr of 
Reagan # 10 cen Peaſants... : 
Vn ER BA * A 17 ore nay and 
100 ffir, no Harm, is done, he 
yon would tage away. alli the Good, iny 
tended; tor no Mans real) Good. and ; 
Intereſk-is abridged,. no Maps Liberty, 


Reaſon or Right, as a Man, is in any 


ſort hurt, or ſo much as in danger 
by 
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I were ay here to enlarge ar nd 
to lay this Argument in a fuller and 
- ſtronger Light; but intending this 
only as a"ſhort and friendly Letter of 
- Exhortation 0 you, T'thall only add 

| what T'take'to' be at leaſt Argiiminitun 
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VOD coplin {id that” ghd 


5 aeg in your Title-page, and in 
the Words of Lattantius 5 Res 5 7 


non Verburibis ſel Virbis "ef pegel; 
por accordingly” blame with Seder 
Jour Adyet vetſaries för c calling” i in Help 
from the Civil Powers, ind = 
them ire in the Conroy. . 
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To Mr." Woolfton. 1G 
ILAAx already granted that ben 
ro; baye been wrong: But (my Friend) | 
what do you do leſs in the whole 
b Courſe. of your laſt Book: Do you 
not. lay, about you with, bard Names 
and unkind Reproaches, fixed. upon 
the whole Body. of the Clergy, calling | 
out to the Populace thereby for Help is. 
nay even to the Civil Powers to curb 
and keep in awe, an Hirelng Prieflbood, | 


that now ſtands in your way, of - 
Pg, the Scriptures 2. 2 


Corp not you be. content. to 
ſupport. your allegorical Scheme, as, 
well as you could, by Authorities and 3 
Arguments; 5. but you muſt 1 
Mob upon your, Adverſaries, the 8 7 
Porters, of the literal, Scheme, repre- 
ſenting them as the conſtanc Diflarbers : 
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neſs of this Proceeditig in yourfag, 


cho you difcettied it ſo ready in others: 


Whereas it is in ttucn little batter 


Treatment thin what you dieadet 
youre: w be drdffall up at it ure M 
a Beur Sl, 16 excite the nc ſt Mob 
7 e and fo 19 5 ur. 1 | 


No, no, my Fllend, Thels TY 


thods give no ptondiſitig Signs of a 


good Cauſe, nor att they apteable to , 


that Meekneſs and Gentleneſs which 


becomes both Miniſters and Diſciples 
of Chitift, Ler me therefore now 


once again intteat you to conlider' 
what you are doing: And Thope you 


Will reſolve not to do that for Poput- 
| larity and Applauſe, which you would 2 
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not chuſe to do, but for that Ap. 
; Thar you will not do that 
while 
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whilſt ling, which you would not 


5 chooſe to do when yo, are NC 


aan me if I repeat the Re- 
queſt L before made to you; That 


you would ſeriouſly addreſs yourſelf to 
the Deiſts and Infidels of the Age, 
chat as much Offence as poſlible may 
be removed, that the Cauſe of Virtue, 


the Honour and Intereſt of the Chriſtian 


Religion, through Offences both talen 
and given, may not ſink and die away 


in a looſe and licentious go. For 
this, I verily believe, would®be a 
Trouble to You, as well as to 
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Tour moſi affefioare 


Friend and Servant. 
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